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rne on his departure, expressing his regret not to have seen
me, and begging I would communicate with Bourqueney,
and let him call upon and converse with me. I wrote to
him yesterday a long letter, in which I told him how matters
stood here, and expressed my desire to know what we could
do that would he of use to him. In the meantime there has
been a fresh course of wrangling, and a fresh set of remon-
strances on the part of the peace advocates here, and lively
altercations, both by letter and vwd voce, between Lord John
and Melbourne, and Lord John and Palrnerston. Clarendon,
in a visit of six days at Windsor, worked away at the im-
penetrable Viscount, and Lord Lansdowne battered him with
a stringent letter, pressing for the adoption of some imme-
diate measure of a pacific tendency ; and in a conversation
which Clarendon had with the Chancellor of the Exchequer,
he found him well inclined to the same policy, so that there
is an important section of the Cabinet disposed to take an
active part in this direction. But Palmerston at the same
time wrote to Melbourne in a tone of the greatest contempt
for all that was saying and doing in France, and, of course,
elated by the recent successes in Syria, which, with his usual
luck, have happened at this critical moment, and certainly
do appear to be decisive.1
But just before the news came of the surrender of the
Emir Beschir,, Lord John had taken up the question in a
much more serious and decisive tone than he ever did
"before; and in correspondence with Melbourne, and vivd
voce with Palmerston, had announced his determination to
quit the Government altogether. The occasion for this
vigorous outbreak was the arrival of a box of Foreign Office
papers, in which, besides some long rigmaroles of Metter-
1 [Lord Palmerston's object in all these critical discussions with his
colleagues had simply been to gain time for the operations in Syria against
the Pasha to take effect, for he had never ceased to maintain that they
would be completely successful, and in this, whether by superior information,
by clearer judgment, or by extreme good fortune, he proved to be in the
right, which ensured his ultimate triumph. But if there had been, the
slightest failure, or check, or delay in any part of the operations, it must
have proved fatal to the Government.]